
Fr Ryan Homily 7-3-22 

Read: Isaiah 6:10-14c; Psalm 66; Galatians 6:14-18; Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 

   So as we come before the Lord today we look at that second reading to hear 

how we should talk, it’s from St Paul. He says may I never boast of anything, may I 

never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. You know, this is what 

God is calling all of us to do, to boast only in the cross of Jesus Christ. That’s the 

first thing that’s interesting… not boast of His miracles, of His teaching, or His 

resurrection – boast only of the cross. Why? Because it’s on the cross Jesus paid 

the penalty for our sins. Nowhere else. His miracles don’t save us, even His 

teaching doesn’t save us, His resurrection happened after He saved us. The cross 

is where we were saved by grace. Jesus gave up His life. But what we can do so 

often is instead of boasting about God and what God has done for us we boast 

about us and what we’re trying to do for God. And so from that the question - do I 

really trust in what Jesus has done for me or do I trust in, do I put my faith in, 

what I’m trying to do for God? Or let us phrase it like this – if I died today or you 

died today and you stood before God, and He asks you that question why should I 

let you in? Why should you go to Heaven? What’s your answer? Because image 

this cause it’s gonna happen to like half of you one day – just kidding! Death rate 

is still somewhere around 100% so just keep that in mind. When you die and you 

stand before God, and He asks you why should I let you in what’s your answer? 

Now I assume a lot of people in the world would say something like I’m a good 

person which is debatable whether or not you are. And I mean that seriously 

cause what happens is we judge ourselves as good by weighing ourselves against 

other people who we don’t think are as good. We look at the people who we 

might look down on or say that I’ve never been to jail, I’ve never done this or that, 

I guess I’m a good person. But honestly, let’s answer this question. I’m a good 

person. Well, compared to who? People I don’t think are as good. Compared to 

them I think I’m a pretty good person. But the reality is compared to who God 

calls me to be every day, I’m not. And the truth is compared to how good you 

could be you’re no where near. You are nowhere near the kind of person you 

were actually made to be, and neither am I – like not even close. And so, that’s 

not gonna get us in. So again, God could ask why should I let you in? And you 

could say well because I keep the commandments. Really? Like all of them? I 

know for myself at any given moment I’m keeping all but like one of the 



commandments. You know cause except for the one I’m currently being tempted 

to give into at the moment. Cause that’s how we do it, we kinda edit our 

reflections on the course of our day. Like I was a pretty good person today, 

mostly, if I just edit out those three five-minute periods where I broke three of 

the commandments but other than those times I was a good person today other 

than that. When you are asked that question why should I let you in by this Father 

who knows you and who loves you. Why should I let you in? What could you point 

to? What will I be able to point to? What will you trust in then? Or another way to 

ask it is what will you boast in to get access entrance into Heaven? So back in the 

day there were these things called ritual boasts. If you were about to go into 

battle this was like the ancient way of trash talking before you did. You basically 

say here’s why I’m going to beat you, you trash talk, you ritually boast. We’re 

gonna beat you because we have 10,000 archers and you got nothing so we’re 

gonna win. We have these 2,000 cavalry troops and you’ve got almost nothing so 

we’re gonna win. We have an army; we have a Hulk that’s why we’re gonna win. 

You boast from what you point to as this is the reason why we’re gonna conquer, 

this is the reason why we’re gonna win, this is the reason we’re gonna have 

victory, this is what I’m trusting in. And so St Paul is using that language of ritual 

boasting in the second reading. I will not boast except in the cross of Jesus. But 

before we look at that just another of Paul’s letters, the second letter to the 

Corinthians, Paul gives this list of what people might expect he would boast in, 

but he doesn’t. Because some people thought that they would be in God’s 

presence simply because they we’re Jewish. And Paul says this to them, he says if 

anyone dares to boast I also dare. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? 

Me too. Are they descendants of Abraham, are they of the same blood line? Me 

too, absolutely! And he goes on, he says are they ministers of Christ? Like do they 

actually work hard for Jesus? Paul says ya me too and I do it better. So basically 

Paul is saying nobody’s got anything on me. Don’t brag to me because I’ll shut you 

down, I do it better than you, you think you’re good you’re nowhere near as good 

as me, Paul is saying. And Paul goes on, he says I am still more a minister with far 

more labors, far more imprisonment, far worse beatings, and numerous brushes 

with death. So alright, question for ya – did you ever have a brush with death 

because you were serving Jesus so fully that people wanted to kill you? Have I 

ever been imprisoned because of my faith in Jesus Christ or threatened to be? 

Paul says I did all that stuff, I’ve been through it. And then he just goes line items, 



the next part, he says five times at the hands of the Jews I received thirty-nine 

lashes. So he was whipped on five occasions each time thirty-nine lashes. He says 

three times I was beaten with rods. I was stoned, so rocks were thrown at him 

until they thought he was dead. Three times I was shipwrecked, I passed a night 

and a day on a deep. Frequently dangers from my own race, dangers from the 

Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness (like there’s nowhere I 

could go), dangers at sea, dangers among my false brothers. In toil and hardship 

through many sleepless nights. Through hunger and thirst, through frequent 

fastings, through cold and exposure. Like all these things he’s saying he could 

boast in, through frequent nights going without sleep. So how many times have 

you ever skipped a night of sleep for Jesus? And how often do you fast for Christ 

out of love for him? And here’s where Paul is going with all of that, why he’s going 

through this list, Paul says I can boast of none of those things that I did, that I 

endured for Christ because why? Because none of those things are gonna do the 

trick. In Galatians six, the second reading today, he says may I never boast except 

in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. May I never boast except in the cross of our 

Lord Jesus Christ which means when I stand before God, and He says why should I 

let you in? My answer is not here are all the things I’ve done, the answer is I’m 

gonna point to what you’ve done God. The answer is not because I love you so 

much. The answer is because you’ve loved me so much. St Paul said my only 

boast after a life spent literally pouring out his blood out of love for God. Why 

should I let you in, because I love you? No, because you love me. Because I gave 

my life for you. No, because Jesus gave His life for me. Paul says Christ loved me 

and He gave Himself up for me. As I said to often we boast not about God and 

what He’s done for us, we boast about us and what we do for God. That can be 

something like someone asking how was your week and I say oh, let me tell you 

what I’ve been through. What I had to do for Jesus and put up with and Paul 

would look back at me and say oh please stop, that’s nothing. Cause too often our 

walk with God is more about us than about Him and that’s gotta change. At least 

it does for me. What if we focused every day this week so it becomes a habit but 

focus on one week and every day this week you boast about what Christ has done 

for you to someone else and not your family. So you don’t go to your spouse one 

day and say oh Father said I have to do this so Jesus loves me and now I’m done 

right? Somebody else; boast about Jesus to them. Because if I’m not boasting 

about Jesus then I’m boasting about myself and then one of two things happens: 



either it fills me with pride which could separate me with God forever or it fills me 

with guilt because I know all the things I haven’t done. It cam be as simple as this, 

boasting about Jesus, when someone asks how are you, instead of saying good or 

bad or whatever just say I’m blessed. Even something as simple as that is boasting 

in Jesus. How are you? I’m blessed. Because it’s not about how you feel at the 

moment or if you’re stressed, it doesn’t matter if everything is going well, or 

everything is going bad. You’re saying you’re blessed because your boasting about 

what Christ has done for you. And so in our walk of discipleship we gotta make 

sure we’re focusing more and more on Jesus and not ourselves. It can be 

disheartening sometimes when I look at myself, I’ve been a priest for ten years 

and I know still so much of my focus is on me. And the focus has to get off of me 

and onto Jesus. You know, yesterday morning I had the privilege to be at the 

priesthood ordination at the Cathedral in Green Bay, this really great young man 

Matthew Colle, who some of you know, he was ordained a priest for our Diocese 

and it’s a beautiful mass. And at the beginning of a priesthood ordination, the 

Bishop says this opening prayer and this is the line that struck me. He prayed by 

his ministry and life may he gain glory for you Lord in Christ. By his ministry and 

life may he gain glory for you Lord in Christ. And so it should be for all of us. Our 

lives are to bring glory to Christ. So let’s examine our hearts. Do I boast about me 

and what I do for God, or do I boast about God and what He does for me? And if 

not, we don’t go crazy or panic, there’s no point in that, we just slowly start to 

change. Jesus, I want to boast about You and everything You do for me. Not about 

me and everything I’m trying to do for You. What I do won’t save me. If what Paul 

did couldn’t save him, I’m outta luck. So we look to the cross and we boast about 

that because that is what will save us.  

Amen 

 


